alle -+fe 
it 





SFWEEKLY 


EDITORIAL 

EDITOR 

Nick Veronin * nveronin@sfweekly.com 

ART DIRECTOR 

Sophia Valdes + svaldes@sfweekly.com 

STAFF WRITER 

Grace Z. Li + gli@sfweekly.com 

STAFF WRITER 

Benjamin Schneider * bschneider@sfweekly.com 
INTERNS 

Emily Zhang * ezhang@sfweekly.com 

Roxy Bonafont * rbonafont@sfweekly.com 

Hannah Holzer: hholzer@sfweekly.com 
CONTRIBUTORS Elle Carroll, Tim Casagrande, Brett 
Callwood, Jonathan Curiel, Jeffrey Edalatpour, 
Peter Lawrence Kane, Joe Kukura, Alec MacDonald, 
Will Reisman, Joshua Rotter, Zack Ruskin, Dan 
Savage, Mike Huguenor, Avi Salem, Jaime Sloane, 
John-Paul Shiver 


PHOTOGRAPHY Christopher Victorio, Kevin N. 
Hume, Geoffrey Smith II, Senny Mau, AJ Lovewins 


PRODUCTION 


GRAPHIC DESIGNER 
Dina Kuhar 


THE SAN FRANCISCO MEDIA CO. 





PRESIDENT Dennis Francis 
PUBLISHER Jay Curran 


EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
Deborah Petersen 


VICE PRESIDENT / GENERAL MANAGER 
Aaron Barbero 


SF WEEKLY ADDRESS: 
835 Market St., Suite 550, S.F CA 94103 


GENERAL INFORMATION: 415-359-2600 

DISPLAY ADVERTISING: 415-359-2610 
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING: 415-359-2686 
EMPLOYMENT ADVERTISING: 415-359-2686 
NATIONAL ADVERTISING: 415-359-2610 

ONLINE ADVERTISING: advertise@sfmediaco.com 


LEGAL ADVERTISING: 415-314-1835 
Sflegals@sfmediaco.com 


CIRCULATION: 866-/33-/323 


TO SUBMIT A STORY IDEA: 
415-536-8196, newstips@sfweekly.com 


COMMERCIAL PRINTING 





EVP OF COMMERICIAL PRINTING 


David Ceccarelli,415-359-2860, davidc@sfmediaco. 
com 


DISTRIBUTION 


SF Weekly is available free of charge in the 

Bay Area, limited to one copy per reader. 

SF Weekly may be distributed only by authorized 
independent contractors or distributors. No person 
may, without prior written permission of SF Weekly, 
take more than one copy of each issue. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 





Domestic subscriptions are $60 

for six months or $115 for 12 months. Mail to: 
Subscriptions/SF Weekly, 835 Market Street, 
Suite 550, San Francisco, CA 94103. 


VW 





VERIFIED 


The SF Weekly is published Thursdays by 
San Francisco Media Co. SF Weekly is located at 
835 Market St. Suite 550, San Francisco, CA 94103. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


VOL. 39 | NO. 28 
JULY 9, 2020 





CALL OF DUTY 


When the pandemic hit, San 


Francisco librarians took action. 


By Mike Huguenor 
PAGE 6 


ANTIQUEBEATS 


Toro y Moireleases a vocals- 


free version of his 2010 debut. 


By Mike Huguenor 
PAGE 8 


3 NEWS 
6 COVER STORY 


11 SAVAGE LOVE 


Cover Design by Sophia Valdes 
Cover Photo by Kevin N. Hume 


2 ° THURSDAY, JULY 9, 2020 ° SFWEEKLY.COM 










F % y\ ane 7 





DOLAN 
LAW FIRM 


Personal Injury Eder Asuse Employea Rigyrs ‘Yristeaslower Civil Rights 





THANK YOU 

SF WEEKLY READERS 
FOR RECOGNIZING 
CHRIS DOLAN 

BEST INJURY LAWYER 
IN SAN FRANCISCO 
FOR FIVE YEARS IN A ROW! 





Gest Levercrs 


BEST 
LAW FIRMS 


HRTHERN — 2019 


al 
relia 


TOP 100 


And by the wey, others agree with you. 


QE rin 


headers’ 


WINNER 


Best Lav Firm 
Best Injury Atborie, 


= B&B JPET L bebe 


Best Lawyers 


iT? Fi 


hnper Lawyers 





CHRIS DOLAMN fFreacar & Chial Leegel Corea seal, (debe bees Jen PO 


TRIAL LAWYER OF THE YEAR Sen Fieacises idl Los yers Associoien 
TRIAL Law YER OF THE TEAR onsuine Anomesy: of Colifomie 

TOP 100 LAWYERS IN CALIFORAMIA Deaily Jsorri 

a CALIFORNIA SUPER LAWYERS TOP 100 
CALIFORNIA LAY TER OF THE YEAR 





THE BEST LAWYERS WE HOPE YOU'LL NEVER NEED* 


sf 415.421.2800 oh SIGHFE 29 marin <15,504,6007 DOLANLAY FIRM COM, 


NEWS A REVISITING HISTORY AQ 





San Francisco's Toppled Statues 





The targeting of historical statues is tied to growing intolerance for partial narratives. 
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The strangely erotic statue of Christopher Columbus doing his best Superman has been removed from the Coit Tower parking lot. 


By Hannah Holzer 


For overa century, a 30-foot bronze 
statue of Father Junipero Serra stood 
at the eastern end of Golden Gate 
Park’s Music Concourse. He strucka 
triumphant pose — arms are raisedin 
victorious praise as one hand clutches a 
towering cross. 

Two weeks ago, on June 19, 
demonstrators tieda rope to the base of 
Serra’s cross. A video posted to Twitter 
and viewed by over 2.7 million people 
captured the moment when the statue 
began to wobble before it swiftly crashed 
down amid cheers from onlooking 
demonstrators. 

The concrete base Serra stood atop 
for nearly 113 years was inscribed witha 
partial telling of his legacy: “Founder of 
the California Missions.” 

In the aftermath of the statue’s 
toppling, the U.S. Embassy of Spain 
emphasized Serra’s “support of 
Indigenous communities” via Twitter, 
and San Francisco’s Catholic Archbishop 
Salvatore Cordileone voiced criticism of 
the act of civil disobedience — writing 
that Serra “made heroic sacrifices 


to protect the Indigenous people 
of California from their Spanish 
conquerors. 

Yet many historians paint a different 
picture, noting that Serra brutalized 
American Indians and acted as an agent 
of the Spanish Empire’s colonization 
efforts. 

Nicole Meldahl, the executive director 
of the Western Neighborhoods Project, 
anon-profit organization founded 
to preserve the history and culture of 
western San Francisco, says that the 
statue of Serra was not only “deeply 
offensive to Indigenous groups,” the 
bronze memorial was a gift to the city 
from San Francisco's former mayor, 
James D. Phelan, who, she noted, was “a 
notorious white supremacist.” 

“These monuments say more about 
how specific groups choose to remember 
the past than they actually say about 
what has happened in the past,’ Meldahl 
said. 

Despite the complicated histories of 
statues like the one of Serra, President 
Donald Trump recently made a sweeping 
condemnation of individuals who topple 
or vandalize historical monuments, 
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calling them “vandals,” “hoodlums,” 
“anarchists,” “agitators,” “left-wing 
extremists” and “bad people” who “don’t 
love our country.” 

The White House recently released 
an executive order reinforcing existing 
punitive consequences for the 
destruction or vandalism of historical 
monuments, including up to 10 years in 
prison. 

Meanwhile, the targeting and 
toppling of monuments, fueled by 
the immediacy of the Black Lives 
Matter movement, shows little sign 
of slowing down. In recent days and 
weeks, demonstrators have vandalized 
and toppled an estimated 150 statues 
emblematic of racism, conquest, 
colonialism, and white supremacy in and 
around San Francisco, in other parts of 
California, in cities in at least 22 other 
states, andeven outside of the US. 

The targeting of historic statues 
seems offers a window into the current 
cultural and historic reckoning taking 
place throughout the country. That 
reckoning looks different in California 
than in Southern or Northeastern 
states — as University of San Francisco 
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Associate Professor of History James 
Zarsadiaz explained. 

Whereas many of the statues being 
targeted in other states are symbols of 
the Confederacy, Zarsadiaz noted that, 
in California, the statues considered 
problematic are oftentimes figures seen 
as “reinforcing colonialism.” 

“Our public imagination of California 
history starts not with the Indigenous 
populations, but with Spanish 
colonization,” Zarsadiaz says. “We may 
not havea statue of Robert E. Lee, but 
we have statues like Father Serra. When 
he was canonized a few years ago, that 
brought back feelings of anger [and] 
frustration and reignited this discussion 
around settler colonialism, colonization, 
European conquest, white supremacy, 
and the forced proselytization of 
Catholicism and Christinaity on 
Indigenous people.” 

The viral video of the Serra statue’s 
toppling was taken duringa June 19 
demonstration in the park, which several 
hundred people attended, according 
to the Chronicle. Demonstrators also 
vandalized the statue of the 17th- 
Century Spanish writer Miguel de 
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Cervantes, author of “Don Quixote,” 
damaged drinking fountains, pathways, 
and benches — and took down the 
statues of U.S. President Ulysses S. Grant 
and “Star Spangled Banner” lyricist and 
slave-owner Francis Scott Key. 

Key worked actively for the anti- 
abolitionist cause, which “makes 
his patriotic ‘Star Spangled Banner, 
extolling the virtues of our republic 
as the land of the free, particularly 
hypocritical,” Meldahl says. 

The take-down of Grant’s statue 
receiveda significant amount of 
condemnation, including from the 
White House, with defenders of his 
legacy pointing to his success as the 
leader of the Union Army during the 
Civil War. 

“President Grant led the Union Army 
to victory over the Confederacy in the 
Civil War, enforced Reconstruction, 
fought the Ku Klux Klan, and advocated 
for the Fifteenth Amendment, which 
guaranteed freed slaves the right to 
vote, stated President Trump’s recent 
executive order. 

Yet Meldahl notes that Grant did 
briefly owna slave andalso led troops 
into battle during the Indian Wars, “a 
painful history for Indigenous groups.” 

Notably, this is the second time 
Grant’s statue has been pulled down as 
an act of protest. The statue was first 
toppled in 1896 by members of the 
stonecutters’ union who objected to 
the use of prison labor to construct the 
base for Grant’s monument, believing 
this dishonored the former president’s 
legacy. In response, anew base was 
created. 

The reasons for targeting the bust of 
Cervantes remain unclear. Cervantes 
himself was imprisoned and enslaved for 
five years. Despite this, demonstrators 
sprayed red paint on Cervantes’ 
eyes and tagged his statue with the 
word “Bastard.” Perhaps delirious 
demonstrators mistook the monument 
to the author of the world’s first modern 
novelas a memorial fora giant racist 
policeman. 

In response to the demonstration at 
Golden Gate Park, Mayor London Breed 
released a critical press release, saying 
the damage done “went far beyond just 
the statues that were torn down.” 

“Every dollar we spend cleaning up 
this vandalism takes funding away from 
actually supporting our community, 
including our African-American 
community,’ Breed said in the release. 
“When people take action in the name 
of my community, they should actually 
involve us. And when they vandalize our 
public parks, that’s their agenda, not 
ours.” 
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Although he led the Union Army in defeating the Confederacy, critics of Ulysses S. Grant say he should not be lionized. 


Kristina Mays, a Black San Francisco- 
based artist, noted that she saw “very 
few faces of color actually tearing down 
monuments.” 

“As Blackindividuals, we’re more 
concerned with caretaking for our 
communities, trying to find ways to stay 
safe in the midst of the coronavirus and 
trying to avoid being killed by the police,” 
Mays says. “Even though the catalyst for 
all of this has come up around Black Lives 
Matter, [think the pot has been boiling for 
along time.” 

The conversation over removing 
monuments that celebrate or honor figures 
with controversial legacies is, however, 
hotly debated. 

The day after the demonstration 
in Golden Gate Park, the Western 
Neighborhoods Project — described by 
Meldahlasa “mild-mannered, friendly 
history group” —askedits Instagram 
followers how they felt about the previous 
day’s events. 

“And whew! People toldus how they felt 
aboutit,’ Meldahl says. 

The nearly 200 comments on the social 
media post ranged from sentiments of 
support (“Monuments reflect our values. 
Weneed updated monuments for updated 
values.”) to expressions of frustration 
(“Whata terrible example of uneducated 
millennials. Sad. Sad. Sad.”) 

For Meldahl, the conversation 
extends beyond the limits of the statues 
themselves. 

“Tt’sa broader questioning of what’s 
appropriate for public art, what stories 
shouldbe told [and] who should tell them,” 


she says. 
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ALONG TIME COMING 


In late 2018, the “Early Days” 
statue, depicting a largely unclothed 
Native American lying on the ground, 
seemingly vanquished by an upright 
Spanish cowboy while a missionary 
attempts to convert him, was removed 
from the San Francisco Civic Center. 
This followed decades of public outcry, 
concerted efforts by a Facebook 
group organized specifically to see 
to the statue’s removal, an ensuing 
appeals process, and a formal approval 
process by The Historic Preservation 
Committee. 

The meticulousness of this formal 
process might seem a stark contrast to 
the almost instantaneous take-down 
of statues in recent days by determined 
demonstrators. 

Despite its quick toppling, however, 
the Serra statue, as wellas the 
Christopher Columbus Statue at Coit 
Tower, were both statues of “conquest” 
that The San Francisco Human 
Rights Commission recommended be 
removed ina report from 2007. While 
demonstrators saw to Serra in recent 
weeks, Mayor London Breed ordered the 
Columbus statue be removed on June 
18, one day before protestors planned 
to take it down themselves and 13 years 
after it was initially recommended for 
removal. 

Around the U.S., four other statues of 
Serra and 25 other statues of Columbus 
have either been taken down, targeted, 
or planned for removal. 

The destruction and vandalism of 
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historicmonuments has reigniteda 
critical debate over whether removing 
these objects erases or otherwise edits 
history. 

Zarsadiaz says itis often assumed 
historians want to protect historical 
monuments because they are relics of 
the past. 

“These are just things,” Zarsadiaz 
says. Americans will not forget figures 
like Robert E. Lee or Father Serra or 
Christopher Columbus because it’s 
ingrained in our curriculum. The logic 
that if we take down these statues that 
people are going to forget the past, | 
don’t knowifthat holds. We absorbeda 
way of thinking about American history 
and European conquest in ways that are 
inescapable.” 

The conversation has also focused 
on whetherit’s appropriate to judge 
historical figures using a framework 
of modern morality. Meldahl says she 
believes it is important not to assess 
historical figures or events out of 
context, but she also acknowledges that 
“history is always evolving.” 

“Look at the thinking around the 
mission system and how that’s changed 
in just my lifetime — I’m 35 years old 
and what I was taught to begin with 
[versus] what we accept as the proper 
narrative nowis totally different,” she 
says. Historyis also incredibly nuanced, 
and there’s just no way to capture that 
nuance in stone.” 

What we're seeing nowisalso part 
of “a long-term movement questioning 
the use of publicimagery and history,” 
Meldahl says. One of the most recent 
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nationwide movements to remove 
Confederate monuments and flags 
and rename public schools and roads 
occurred in the aftermath of the 2015 
killing of Black worshippers in South 
Carolina by a white supremacist. And 
that was preceded by decades of debate 
over the symbolism of the Confederate 
flag. 

The targeting of historical statues 
is also tied to a growing intolerance for 
partial narratives, says San Francisco 
State University Associate Professor of 
History Kym Morrison. 

“The people who are vehemently 
opposed to these narratives are 
saying [the statues] represent a forced 
celebration of oppression and public 
funding of anarrative of oppression,” 
Morrison says. “The types of things 
we celebrate are war, [...] colonialism 
and the conquering of aland, and we 
don’t talk about the human loss that 
has gone along with that. It’s been the 
partial telling of a story and forcing 
large segments of communities that 
have been hurt by those particular 
monuments to believe that they [...] 
should participate in celebrating things 
that have harmed their communities.” 

One supporter of the removal of these 
structures is Ramekon O’Arwisters, a 
Black artist who has lived and worked in 
San Francisco since 1991. O’Arwisters 
says he sees the statues that have been 
targeted, including the ones taken 
down in and around San Francisco, not 
so muchas public art but as akind of 
“propaganda,” serving as “very subtle 
reminders that colonialism founded the 
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country” and that “colonialism through 
[...] economic oppression still dominates 


theland.” 
MOVING FORWARD, LOOKING BACK 


San Francisco itselfis named aftera 
mission — the Mission San Francisco 
de Asis ala Laguna de los Dolores, 
named in honor of St. Francis of Assisi. 
There does not currently seem to be any 
serious conversation about renaming 
the city or the county, but several San 
Francisco schools, including one named 
for Francis Scott Key and another named 
for Junipero Serra, may now change 
their names. 

Although there are no publicly 
displayed Confederate monuments 
in the Bay Area, Mays, a San Francisco 
native, still believes there is work to 
be done. She noted the irony in the 
dichotomy of San Francisco being a 
sanctuary city yet having a boulevard 
named for John Drake Sloat, credited for 
having “claimed California.” 

Upon moving to San Francisco four 
years ago, Morrison remembers her 
disbelief upon seeing the since-removed 
“Early Days” statue in front of City Hall. 

Morrison, whois the only Black person 
and one of onlya few people of colorin 
SFSU’s History Department, says the 
targeting of historical statues represent 
long-term projects and deep-seated 
concerns from people who have been 
“excluded from more formal political 
channels.” 

“When peoplein power knowthereisa 
wrong that has generally always existed in 
their communities, then let’s not wait for 
the formal process,” she says. “Let’slet the 
leaders of the city, the leaders within the 
state say, ‘Wejust need to correct this now.” 

Ifthe statues that have been removed, 
toppled or otherwise targeted in San 
Francisco are taken down for good, 
Morrison says replacement artwork 
could celebrate diverse communities, 
pointing to the mural on The Women’s 
Building asa point of inspiration. Meldahl 
said localartists and historians could 
be commissioned to install temporary, 
rotating pieces that spark dialogue on “our 
complicated and shared past.” 

Mays admits that sheisn’tsure what the 
right replacement wouldbe, saying “we just 
need time to assess.” 

“As acommunity herein the Bay Area, 
we need just pause fora moment and decide 
how wewant to move forward and what itis 
we want to see,’ Mayssaid. “It mightjust be 
that the bases of these monumentsjust sit 
there for alittle while.” 


Hannah Holzer is anintern 
covering news and culture 
for SF Weekly. 
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release. “We'll continue to make decisions | Asthe novel coronavirus continues shows, per capita COVID-19 cases are 
based on the dataandthesituationinour | tospread within the city, low-income heavily concentrated in lower-income 
city, andin the meantime, we all need to communities of colorarebeingimpacted neighborhoods in the eastern half of the 
do our part to keep each other safe and disproportionately. Bayview-Hunters city, including SoMa, Visitacion Valley, 
healthy.” Point, Japantown, the Tenderloin, and andthe Outer Mission. 

San Francisco’s number of new cases the Mission all have COVID-19 positive City data also illustrates a stark racial 
per day now stands at 6.1 per 100,000 rates more than twice San Francisco's divide. Half of the city’s cases are among 
people, well above the city’s goal of 1.8, citywide average, according to the latest people who identify as Hispanic or 
and nearly twiceashighasthenumberof | reportsfrom DataSF. Latino, despite making up 15 percent of 
new cases per day on May 18, when the The new data, current as of July 4, the population. White and Asian people, 
city began reopening. comes as San Francisco sees a mini spike meanwhile, are underrepresented in the 

The postponement comes after San in COVID-19 cases, withnewcasecounts numberofCOVID-19 cases, and Black 
Francisco nixed plans to allow outdoor reaching their highest weekly average people are represented ata rate similar 
bars and other activitiesevenearlierthan | yetinthe final days of June. Still, San to their proportion of the population. 
initially planned, on June 29. Francisco's recent increase in new cases However, Asian people account for nearly 

City officials have not yet determined has been lowerthan most other BayArea _half of the city’s 50 COVID-19 deaths. 
whether to allow barbershops, hair counties, and far below other parts of San Francisco is not alone in these 
salons, and other businesses to reopen the state. racial disparities. Anew data analysis by 
as planned next Monday, evenas Santa Randy Shaw, director of the the New York Times found that across 
Clara County announced its plans to Tenderloin Housing Clinic, called the country, Black and Latino people 
go forward with that same stage inits attention to the disparities between are about three times more likely to be 

Outdoor bars will not reopen as planned due to a surge in COVID-19 cases. Courtesy photo reopening plan. The eventual reopening neighborhoods on Twitter. infected with the coronavirus than white 
date for indoor dining and outdoor bars Bayview-Hunters Point has the people. 
announcement comes in light of San remains unclear. highest per capita rate of COVID-19 
By Benjamin Schnieder Francisco's inability to fully contain San Francisco’s suspended reopening infection, at 2.7 times the city average. 
the spread of COVID-19, with new case plans will be rough on the local economy. Japantown, which includes the blocks 
Mayor London Breedannounced Tuesday counts reaching all-time highs in recent Breed also announced Tuesday that surrounding Geary Boulevard through 
that San Francisco will not permit the days. 153,000 San Francisco residents have the Western Addition, has an infection Benjamin Schneider covers news 
reopening of indoor dining and outdoor “We know the pause on reopening is filed for unemployment since the rate 2.5 times the city average, with the for SF Weekly. 
bars next Monday, as initially scheduled disappointing, butitisinthebestinterest | pandemicbegan. Tenderloin and the Mission District 
in San Francisco's phased plan. Breed’s of public health,” Breed saidina press close behind. As the above case map WW) @urbenschneider 
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Answering the Call 


More than half of San Francisco Public Library personnel have been activated as Disaster Service Workers. 


j 


Teen services librarian Anna Cvitkovic, who was tapped to run contact tracing for the City of San Francisco, stands outside the Glen Park Branch Library. 


By Mike Huguenor 


Long before she was activated asa 
Coordinator in the city’s neighborhood 
pantry system, Doreen Horstin had 
been planning on feeding the public. The 
Library’s Spring Break programming was 
coming up, and the Children’s Services 
Librarian was going to read Stone Soup. 

“It’s a great folk tale,” Horstin says. “I 
was going to bring my pressure cooker, 
have all the kids throw an ingredient 
in, and then we were gonna hang out 
together and eat the soup.” 

Instead, she’s out ona different street 
each day, helping thousands of residents 
get the food they need to survive 
lockdown. 

This February, when mayor London 
Breed declared a citywide state of 
emergency, alittle-regarded clause in 
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all city employee contracts mobilized 
librarians like Horstin — along with 
MUNI drivers, bricklayers, and office 
clerks — converting them allinto 
Disaster Service Workers, or DSWs. 

According to the city’s Department 
of Human Resources, some 4,884 city 
employees have been activated as DSWs 
since February. After the Department 
of Public Health, Muni, and SFPD, the 
next biggest group activated has been 
the city’s library workers. Almost 500 of 
SFPL's 902 employees — well over half 
those in the system — are now serving 
as DSWs. 

This March, after an initial two weeks 
of sheltering in place, Horstin got an 
email saying she had been activated asa 
food bank worker. Her first deployment 
would be at the San Francisco-Marin 
Food Bank, in the Dogpatch. 
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A SENSE OF DUTY 


In an average week, San Francisco- 
Marin say they feed about 32,000 
households. Since the emergency 
order, that number has nearly doubled 
to 60,000. Many of their clients are 
recipients of the Pantry At Home 
program, which delivers food to seniors 
and those who can’t otherwise shop for 
themselves. 

“It’s aloud, noisy job that requires 
alot of lifting, but Iwas so happy to be 
there,” Horstin says. “All of us as a group 
understand the importance — that 
people need to eat — especially people 
that can’t get out and shop. So we were 
happy to doit.” 

In addition to providing Horstin with 
a sense of fulfilling her civic duty, the 
food bank also offered her a chance to see 
many of her old coworkers again. After 
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two full weeks of sheltering in place, 
seeing familiar faces was a relief. 

“It was so nice just to see people,” 
she says. “Alot of us have been working 
together for decades. They’re like family 
almost. There was alot of camaraderie.” 

If many people in the library system 
know Doreen Horstin, there’s a good 
reason. As of early 2020, she is one of an 
elite few SFPL employees to have worked 
a shift at every one of the system’s 28 
branches. 

“The last one was the Merced branch,” 
she says. “I bought chocolate for the staff 
there, and wrote alittle note that said 
“T did it. worked at every branch. Have 
some chocolate with me.” 

Originally, Horstin’s deployment at 
San Francisco-Marin Food Bank was 
only supposed to last two weeks. But 
when those fourteen days were up, 
she and her team felt so comfortable 


working together that they requested 

to be kept on their jobs at the Dogpatch 
warehouse. The higher-ups listened, 
and their deployment was extended bya 
week, followed by another two. Finally, 
after a total of five weeks, Horstin was 
taken off the job and put on break. Even 
on break, she regularly biked to the 
warehouse to drop off snacks for the 
other DSWs. 

In May, Horstin was redeployed 
as a Coordinator in the city’s 
neighborhood pantry system, where 
those experiencing food instability can 
come and get a free bag of groceries. 

The position requires her to wake at the 
ungodly hour of 5:30am. 

“That was an adjustment,” she says, 
“but I got it now. [just go to bed really 
early. I’m so tired at the end of the day.” 

In hernewrole, Hostin spends most 
of the day out on the streets. Pantry 
lines often stretch for blocks, snaking 
through crosswalks and around corners. 
Someone has to be out there managing 
the crowd, making sure people get to the 
right place, and stay socially distanced 
while they wait. 

“It’s actually a little more like what we 
do as librarians,” Horstin says. “People 
always have questions. You have to be 
friendly, welcoming, and greet people in 
multiple languages.” 


HOTEL YEAR 


Food instability is just one of the 
existential threats currently looming 
over San Francisco. Another is helping 
the city’s roughly 9,700 unhoused 
individuals practice adequate social 
distancing, or (for those infected) isolate 
entirely. In April, the city’s Board of 
Supervisors passed legislation requiring 
the mayor to rent out some 8,250 hotel 
rooms to the homeless (a target number 
that, by last count, was still along way 
off.) 

After his activation, Teen Services 
Librarian Ruben Balderas was deployed 
asa Site Monitor at one of the hotels 
leased by the city. His first duty was to 
outfit the building for its new function. 

“We were tasked with going through 
every room and selecting which would be 
best for which staff purposes,” Balderas 
says. Wehadto findaroom to purpose 
intoa supply room, abreak room. 

There was a CBO [Community Based 
Organization] that needed rooms too.” 

As the hotel began to take on guests, 
Balderas and the other DSWs shifted 
to delivering meals to the building’s 
roughly 150 rooms. Meals are delivered 
three times a day, and built based around 
each guest’s dietary restrictions. 





Teen services librarian Ruben Balderas was called to work as a site monitor at a hotel 
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the City of San Francisco leased to help the unhoused shelter-in-place. 


“It could be pretty tiring actually,” he 
says. Just piling meals onto acartand 
dropping them off at roomsina timely 
manner, it was a lot of physical labor. I 


sweat through my shirt every single day.” 


Unlike Horstin, Balderas lives 
in Alameda and relies on public 
transportation to get into the city for 
work, acommute which has become 
much more anxiety-inducing since the 
shelter-in-place order. 

“The first thing on my mind every 
morning is exposure on BART, just going 
to and from work,” he says. 

After his training at Moscone Center 
(now operating as the city’s coronavirus 
emergency operations center), Balderas 
was given afew personally-fitted N95 
masks. Each lasted about three days. 

“Once my properly-fitted N95 masks 
broke, itramped up the stress a bit,” he says, 
“especially because by that point there were 
more peoplein the hotel.” 

While DSWs deployedat the hotel are 
toldnot to have any direct contact with 
the guests, Balderas says that goalis often 
“impossible.” When dropping off meals, 
DSWsare instructed to let guests know 
food has arrived by knocking on their door. 

“Inevitably, some people are going to 
open them,” Balderas says. 

Worseis navigating the narrow hallways 
when guests are outside their rooms: “You 
can’t socially distance necessarily, so you 
kind of hold your breath and hope for the 
best.” 


COLD CALLS 


Anna Cvitkovic normally works with 
Balderas in “The Mix,” the Main Library’s 
teen center. But for the past six weeks, 
she has been cold-calling San Francisco 
residents who have either come down 
with COVID-19, or have had contact 
with someone who has. Most calls arein 
Spanish. While San Francisco’s Latinx 
population only makes up about 15 
percent of the city’s total population, in 
some neighborhoods, like the Mission, 
the Latinx community accounts for up 
to 95 percent of those infected with the 
virus. 

“T lL be honest, it’s not the easiest 
position for me,” Cvitkovic says. 
“Spanish is not my first language, and 
I want to make sure that I’m giving the 
best care and quality to each call that 
I possibly can. Often, it means I have 
toask someone to repeat something a 
couple of times. There’s alot of medical 
terminology that I’m learning that I 
didn’t previously know.” 

Each day, Cvitkovicis assigned toa 
team led either by someone from the 
city’s Department of Health, or UCSF’s 
Infectious Diseases department. She 
works from home, calling residents 
over Zoom, and proceeding according 
toa pre-written script. Calls tend to last 
about 45 minutes — though that, like 
everything else about the position, is 
subject to wild variation. 


“It’s extremely unpredictable,” 
Cvitkovic says. “It’s seven days a week, 
and the schedule is totally erratic. You 
might get a whole bunch of voicemails, 
or you might have four solid hours of 
having very difficult conversations with 
people.” 

Often, the work is emotionally taxing. 

“Tm incredibly proud of the work that 
I’m doing,” she says, “but it ebbs and 
flows. P'lladmit there was a day recently 
where | ended my shift and just burst 
into tears.” 

All of the library workers interviewed 
for this article stress the pride they feel 
in their DSW work — their sense that the 
jobs they are doing are truly essential, 
critical, and of vitalimportance toa 
city three months into lockdown. That 
pride, however, is often complicated by 
overlapping feelings of uncertainty, fear, 
and nostalgia for the way things once 
were. 

“Tmiss my job,” says Horstin. “I miss 
the families that we interacted with 
weekly, sometimes daily. I think about 
them all the time. I just wonder when 
we ll be able to see each other again. 

After afew weeks, Balderas was taken 
offhis assignment at the hotel. Last 
week, he got an email from the city’s 
Department of Human Resources saying 
that he had been reassigned. The new 
roleis still TBD, but this time he has been 
toldit will be remote. 

The same day, Horstin receiveda 
different email. 

“Tam re-deployed for another month 
with the food bank,” she tells me over 
text. “Ends July 31st.” 

By the end of July, Horstin will have 
spent a full quarter of 2020 making sure 
her neighbors get the food they need. 
Cvitovic, on the other hand, may be on 
her assignment even longer. 

“Treceive|d] afew short surveys 
hinting at remaining a Contact Tracer for 
the rest of the calendar year,” Cvitovic 
says, over email. “Nothing confirmed.” 

With the crisis still far from over 
(June 29th was one of California’s worst 
days yet, adding 8,086 new cases in 24 
hours) the sacrifices made by the city’s 
librarians have already been incalculable. 
Andas part of an institution regularly 
lodged ona fiscal chopping block, 
Balderas highlights a perpetual concern: 

“Thope that people see what library 
workers are doing in the community 
right now,’ he says, “and I hope they 
remember us when it comes time to 


decide the budget.” 


Mike Huguenor covers culture and 
music for SF Weekly. 


pol @mikehugenor 
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Chaz Bea 


By Mike Huguenor 


Chaz Bear was two weeks into his first 
tour as Toro y Moi when he found that 
his car had been burglarized. Everything 
was gone. 

“My keys, my passport, my bookbag, 
laptop, gear,” he remembers. “I had to go 
back home to get money so I could get my 
debit cards reactivated, so that I could fly 
to Minneapolis to get anew passport, so 
that I could play the Canada shows.” 

Eventually he met back up with the 
tour, but one thing was lost forever: on 
the stolen laptop were all of the sessions 
and files for Causers of This, Bear’s debut 
album as Toro y Moi. Miraculously, he 
had emailed the completed record to his 
label just a week or so before the tour. 
Had the album’s schedule been pushed 
back by even ten days, the recordings 
might have been lost entirely. 
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\. FLASHBACK BEATS 


ng an instrumental version. 


This June, Bear released an 
instrumental version of Causers, 
commemorating a full decade of his 
genre-defying, eternally chill project 
Toro y Moi. 

“Tlove it,” he says, of the newly 
released instrumentals. “Ilisten to my 
voice all the time, and I’m tired of it. 

To take my voice out, it feels like ’m 
listening to it for the first time again.” 

Plenty of listeners will feel the same 
way. 

When it was released in 2010, Causers 
of This was a hit both critically and 
commercially, though reviews regularly 
seemed stuck on one word: chillwave. 
Pitchfork, an early champion of the 
band, pinpointed the album’s release 
date at “about six months removed from 
the summer of chillwave.” The next 
paragraph began: “the other hump to get 
over when discussing chillwave...” 

For those who weren't on music blogs 
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during 2010, chillwave (known also 

as glo-fi) was a shortlived indie rock 
subgenre known for hushed vocals, 
dreamlike production, and washy synths 
--asort of poolside shoegaze, or (if you 
will) like John Cheever’s “The Swimmer” 
on molly. There was alot of neon. 

Despite what the blogs had to say, 
Bear tells SF Weekly that chillwave was 
never really a music genre to begin with. 

“It was really more of alifestyle,” he 
says. It was anti-. We weren't trying to 
go big, but we thought we'd ride it out. 
Everyone involved in that scene was low- 
key against the status quo.” 

Nowa decade since that time 
apparently six months removed from 
the summer of chillwave (“the winter 
of vaporwave?’), it’s clear that Bear’s 
music was never about a restrictive 
genre tag. While certainly chill, the thing 
that always defined Toro y Moi was how 
it blurred the line between the music 
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producers make, and the music that 
bands make. 

The blur thickens on the Causers of 
This instrumentals. With no vocals 
to orient the songs, production and 
performance become hazy terms 
themselves. Acoustic instruments 
bleedinto samples, indie rock guitars 
materialize like apparitions over 
crackling J-Dilla-style beats, andthe 
whole thing pulses together. 

On his bandcamp page, Bear describes 
the Causersinstrumentals as “a glimpse 
into [his] early life as a suburban, 
American POC,” adding, “itis a reaction 
to what it feels like to lose.” 

“There’s other ways to convey 
emotion besides lyrics,” Bear says. “On 
this record, the message really isin 
the music, in the samples, andin the 
filtering. It’sa melancholy record.” 

While a melancholy breeze does waft 
off Causers of This, the instrumentals 
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come across more moody than 
despondent (a big mood, some might 
say). Asarecord, Causersis both sensual 
and restless, and always partially 
obscured by a gauzey layer of synths. 

Melancholy though itis, the thing 
that stands out the most about 
Causersas an instrumental album is its 
inclusivity. Now we hear more clearly 
how EDM flows into soul and funk; how 
indie rock and hip hop converse with 
floral psychedelia. Opener “Blessa,’ for 
example, quickly gives way toa beat that 
sounds caught between Beach House, 
and backpacker hip hop artist Aesop 
Rock. Then, in the all-inclusive title 
track, New Jack Swing, Downtempo, 
and House all kinda hang out ina hot tub 
together. 

Ofall the genre varietals and 
conflicting scenes brought together on 
Causers of This, the clearest influence is 
EDM, asound Bear had already mostly 
dropped by the album’s follow-up, 
2011's breezy, soulful Beneath the Pines. 
The songs on Causers throb with tried- 
and-true dancefloor techniques, often 
with tongue at least partially in cheek. 

“[remember at the time, it was ironic 
to listen to the radio if you went to house 
shows, Bear says. “EDM was so hated. 
It was just like alame thing for bros or 
whatever. But there were other kids in 
that scene that weren't just rage-rage- 
rage, party-party-party. Chillwave was 
the reaction to the burnout of that era.” 

Since that era’s burnout (and the 
eventual burnout of chillwave itself), 
Bear has continued to release music ata 
relentless pace, putting out at least one 
album, mixtape, or EPayear since 2010. 
Last year, he did all three, with Outer 
Peacein January (an album), smartbeats 
in September (an EP), and Soul Trashin 
October (a mixtape). Today, he says his 
mind is mostly on his Oakland-based 
design studio, Company -- though that 
won't even remotely slow down the flow 
of new Toro y Moi material. 

“Tm making a lot of dance music right 
now. AndI’m makinga lot of ambient 
music,’ he says, pausing only briefly 
before noting that he’s also working on 
guitar music. 

“So look forward to more music this 
year.” 


Mike Huguenor covers culture and 
music for SF Weekly. 


pid @mikehugenor 
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Poesia Cautiously Reopens 





Poesia’s owner, Francesco d'Ippolito, and new chef, Marcello Franceschini, are 


excited to resume table service. 


By Jeffrey Edalatpour 


Since he opened Poesia in 2008, 
Francesco d'Ippolito’s restaurant has 
been aneighborhood hangout. Before 
the shelter-in-place ordinance, d’Ippolito 
says that some of his customers would 
come in six days a week. “Sitting at the bar 
and staying two to three hours every day. 
It was, for many of us, likea home, where 
you have your friends and coworkers,” 

he says. 

Since March, his job description has 
changed. Instead of welcoming customers 
inside for an Italian meal, d’Ippolitois 
trying to figure out when the next set 
of loans are coming out. Andhis biggest 
concern going forward is safety. Poesia 
recently began outdoor table service. 

Over the last few months, d’Ippolito 
has been in regular contact with his 
friends and fellow restaurateurs in 
Italy. “The thing that I’m hearing is that 
customers are feelinga little bit more 
afraid of dining out,” he says. The Italians 
are taking similar precautions as we 
are, including the option of dining al 
fresco. But, as we all have lamented, San 
Francisco's summertime weather isn't 
comparable to Mediterranean climates 
like Italy’s. “We can’t rely on outdoor 
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dining as muchas over there. They know 
thatif they start in the summer they'll 
have three months of warm weather 
every day,” he notes. “We don’t have the 
same luxury here.” 

But people are also tired of cooking and 
staying in at night. D’Ippolito had tables 
booked before Poesia reopened, so the 
demandis there. He’s now occupied with 
making his customers and his staff feel 
secure in a public setting. It’s acompletely 
different situation than anything 
he’s had to face before asa restaurant 
owner. Everyone in the restaurant, from 
the diners to the servers, will have to 
understand that eating out, obviously, 
won't feel the same asa pre-COVID-19 
night on the town. “Mainly, I would tell 
people to expect amuch slower pace,” he 
says. I don’t want peopletocomehereand 
expect their foodanddrinkstocometothe 
table right away, because safety willbe the 
priority.” 

Since the restaurantsin Napa have 
already reopened, he’s planning to eat out 
there to gain someinsight and to experience 
dining out the way his clients do. Theother 
approach d'Ippolitoisimplementingis 
timed table seatings, “sothere will bealittle 
bitmore safetyand structure.’ The staff will 
have fifteen minutes between seatings to 
sanitize everything. 


In the first iteration of the restaurant, 
d'Ippolito intended to recreate the recipes 
he grew up with in Calabria. “Considering 
that the local ingredients you find herein 
California — produce and oftentimes the 
fish — are very similar to the ingredients 
you find in Calabria,” he explains. 

My friend Robert, who considers 
himself a Poesia regular, loved the squid 
ink pasta. But entrees like that, the staple 
menu items, weren't designed to travel. 
When dIppolito hiredanewchef in 
February, Marcello Franceschini, they 
redesigned the menu to make it more 
to-go friendly. 

For two weeks, they also ran the 
restaurant themselves. “The menu was 
initially designed so that it couldbe 
prepared byjust one person, Marcello 
himself. It was a simple menu that he 
could do most of the preparation for 
early in the morning,’ d'Ippolito says. 
When the orders began to increase and 
he received a crucial Paycheck Protection 
Program Loan, d'Ippolito was able to 
bring back several other employees. But 
the takeout business that they’ve been 
doingis less than 10 percent of what 
Poesiaused to bringin. 

Franceschini hasn't really had much 
time to show what his cookingis like. 
And introducing his recipes via delivery 
and takeout wasn'tideal. He comes 
from the Emilia-Romagna region of 
northern Italy, where they’re known for 
homemade pasta dishes. The chef’s new 
menu includes several homemade pasta: 
tagliatelle with a beef and pork bolognese 
ragu, ravioloni with ricottaand spinach 
and an agnolotti with veal, pork, rabbit 
and spinach. 

“It’s alittle bit of a sad experience for 
him so far because he doesn't have the 
feedback right away from the people 
eating his food,” d' Ippolito says. But 
many of their regulars have given their 
feedback online. Jamey F. writes about 
his satisfying takeout order on Yelp: 
“Their spinach and cheese ravioliis just 
delicious, and the tagliatelle bolognese 
absolutely hit the spot.” 

Franceschini offers his stuffed squash 
blossom recipe below for you to try at 
home, while they’re stillin season. Go to 
sfweekly.com and click on the Dining tab 
for the recipe. 


Jeffrey Edalatpour covers food, 
culture and art for SF Weekly. 


feedback@sfweekly.com 
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Medical Disability Rights in the COVID-19 Era 


Were my rights violated? 

Jordan V, thank you for asking an 
important question. The Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) became 
lawin 1990. The ADA is a civil rights 
law that prohibits discrimination 
against individuals with disabilities in 
all areas of public life, including jobs, 
schools, transportation, and all public 
and private places that are open to 
the general public. The purpose of the 
lawis to make sure that people with 
disabilities have the same rights and 
opportunities as everyone else. The 
ADA gives civil rights protections to 
individuals with disabilities similar 
to those provided to individuals on 
the basis of race, color, sex, national 
origin, age, and religion. It guarantees 
equal opportunity for individuals with 
disabilities in public accommodations, 
employment, transportation, state 
and local government services, and 
telecommunications. 

The specific facts you have described 
that despite showing the store manager 
your medical documentation you were 
arbitrarily refused entrance during 
special hours set aside to shop fora 
limited number of individuals at high 
risk for contracting COVID-19 would 
bea violation of your rights pursuant to 
theADA. 

If you feel you experienced 
discrimination based ona medical 
condition in violation of Title III, 
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When it comes to special COVID-19 accommodations, the American's with Disabilities Act offers some clarity, but is cloudier in other areas. 


andin Commercial Facilities you should 


Courtesy of Unsplash | contactan attorney experiencedin 


By Christopher Dolan 
& Dianna Albini 


Domenic A. in Oakland writes, “Ihave 
a medical respiratory condition that 
makes breathing difficult when wearing 
personal protective equipment. I was 
out of town on business staying at a well- 
known hotel chain. The hotel requires 
all guests to wear personal protective 
equipment at all times, unless actively 
eating or drinking and enforces social 
distancing requirements. | informed the 
hotel manager of my medical condition 
that made wearing personal protective 
equipment harmful to my health and 
asked for an accommodation for my 
medical condition. The manager of the 
hotel chain refused to accommodate my 
medical condition and required me to 
wear my personal protective equipment. 
Do [have any legal recourse based on the 
hotel manager’s failure to accommodate 
my medical disability and requiring me 
to wear a face covering?” 

Domenic, thank you foraskinga 


10 * THURSDAY, JULY 9, 2020 


great question. The Americans with 
Disabilities Act, Disability by Public 
Accommodations andin Commercial 
Facilities, Title II Regulations - 61.28 
CFR Part 36, protects individuals who 
are targets of discrimination including, 
but not limited to mental and medical 
disabilities. Determining the existence 
of discrimination is complicated as we 
are currently navigating unprecedented 
waters due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

On June 30, 2020, United States 
Department of Justice Assistant 
Attorney General for the Civil Rights 
Division, Eric Dreiband, issued Press 
Release Number: 20-603 warning the 
public that placards, signs, social media 
posts and other documents bearing the 
Department of Justice seal claiming 
that the Americans with Disabilities 
Act exempts individuals from face mask 
requirements are fraudulent. There is no 
blanket exemption. 

On June 18, 2020, Governor 
Newsom ordered all Californians to wear 
face coverings. As updated on June 29, 
2020, on the California Department of 
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Public Health website, cdph.ca.gov the 
following individuals are exempt from 
wearing a face covering: 


- Persons younger than two years old. 
These very young children must not 
wear a face covering because of the risk 
of suffocation. 


¢ Persons witha medical condition, 
mental health condition, or disability 
that prevents wearing a face covering. 
This includes persons with a medical 
condition for whom wearing a face 
covering could obstruct breathing or 
who are unconscious, incapacitated, 
or otherwise unable to remove a face 
covering without assistance. 


- Note: Persons exempted from 
wearing a face covering due toa 
medical condition who are employed 
in ajob involving regular contact with 
others should wear a non-restrictive 
alternative, suchas a face shield with 
a drape on the bottom edge, aslongas 
their condition permits it. 


While there are exemptions to 
Governor Newsom’s mandatory 
face covering order for those with 
medical disabilities, in light of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, if the hotel 
manager is unable to accommodate any 
documented medical condition related 
to personal protective equipment there 
is no basis for legal action under these 
circumstances. 

If you feel your rights have been 
violated, you may file a federal, state, 
and local complaint form with the 
appropriate governmental entity listed 
below. 


GROCERY STORE ACCESS 


Jordan V asks, “My medical condition 
falls within a class of persons at greater 
risk for contracting COVID-19 and I have 
a doctor’s letter documenting this risk. I 
went toa nationwide grocery store chain 
during hours designed for high risk 
shoppers. The store manager refused to 
give me access, despite my showing the 
manager the letter my doctor provided. 


disability rights to explore your rights 
and discrimination with the following 
federal, state and local agencies: 


¢ United States Department of 
Justice: www.ada.gov/t2cmpfrm.htm 


¢ State of California, Department of 
General Services: www.documents.dgs. 


ca.gov/dgs/ADA-form.pdf 


- City and County of San Francisco: 
sfgov.org/mod/ada-complaint-request- 
assistance 


Christopher B. Dolanis owner of 

the Dolan Law Firm. Dianna Albini 
isa Senior Trial Attorney in our San 
Francisco office. Email questions and 
topics for future articles to: help@ 
dolanlawfirm.com. 


Christopher B. Dolanis owner of 
the Dolan Law Firm. His column 
is sponsored content 


888-452-4752 | dolanlawfirm.com 
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Plus, coming up with aname for avery, very specific pegging fantasy Is tough. 


Don't go full bore into cucking — start with porn or wordplay. 


By Dan Savage 


’'malesbian ina long-term relationship. 
After much conversation with my 
partner we ve decided to explore 
cuckolding role-play together. I’m not 
comfortable bringing another person 
into the relationship — especially right 
now — but Iam willing to explore this 
asa fantasy. The thingis, I’m having 
ahard time figuring out howto doit. 
There’s not a lot of info out there on how 
to engage in cuck role-play, especially 
between two women. Could you point 
me in the right direction here so we 
can have some fun while remaining 
monogamous? 

— Couldn’t Undergo Cuckolding Kink’s 

Glories In Real Life 


“You can definitely introduce 
cuckolding themes and evenacuck 
identity into your relationship while 





remaining monogamous, says Thomas, 
a married gay man and former cuck 
blogger whose husband has cucked him 
many times IRL. “In fact, many cuckold 
relationships are monogamous and 
cucking remains in the fantasy realm.” 

Thomas even sees his relationship 
as monogamous — at least on his side. 
“The definition of monogamy varies 
greatly for each couple,” Thomas says, 
“and I do consider myself monogamous, 
because I’m the cuck and soI don’t 
technically have sex with other guys. 
My husband does. Ijust get to watch 
sometimes.” 

Let me quickly define terms for 
readers who somehow missed the three 
hundred other columns I’ve written 
about cuckolding over the years: A 
cuckold relationship is a one-sided open 
relationship where one partner is free 
to have sex with other people while the 
other partner remains faithful. What 
distinguishes a cuckold relationship 
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from your standard open relationship 
where one person doesn’t care to sleep 
around is the element of humiliation. In 
most cuckold relationships, GUCKGIRL, 
the cuck — the person who remains 
faithful — enjoys being teased or 
mocked by their “unfaithful” partner; 
sometimes the “unfaithful” partner's 
lover or lovers, usually referred to 

as “bulls,” participates in the erotic 
humiliation of the cuck partner. 

Thomas created a popular 
Tumblr blog about gay male cuckold 
relationships back when there was very 
little information about gay cuckolds 
online, CUCKGIRL, much less gay 
cuckold porn or other resources. In fact, 
there was once so little info online or 
anywhere else about gay cuckolds that 
many people — myself included — 
weren t convinced that gay cuckolding 
was actually a thing. 

Cuckolding wasn’t a thingin Thomas’s 
marriage at the start. “Total monogamy 
had always been the plan,” Thomas says. 
“But I got interested after seeing some 
straight cuckold porn. limmediately 
identified with the cuck, but Iwas too 
embarrassed to bring it up with my 
husband, because it went against our 
vision of our marriage, but also because 
Tonly ever saw cuckolding represented 
in straight porn.” Raising awareness of 
gay cuckolds — and representing gay 
cuckold relationships — motivated 
Thomas to start his blog. Soif you're 
not finding anything out there about 
lesbian cuckolding, CUCKGIRL, perhaps 
you could borrowa page from Thomas’ 
playbook and create the content and 
resources you would like to see. 

Sadly, Thomas’s gay cuckolding blog 
isno more. His was just one of the many 
sex blogs — deeply personal passion 
projects, one and all — that were lost 
forever after the geniuses who ran 
Tumblr decided to purge adult content 
from their platform. Ina matter of days 
Tumblr sawits traffic fall by one-third 
andits value crater. Yahoo paid $1.1 
billion to acquire Tumblr back 2013 
but six years and one porn purge later 
the site sold for just $20 million —less 
than 2 percent of what Tumblr was 
worth when it still hosted Thomas’s gay 
cuckolding blog. (The moral of this story: 
Don't fuck with gay cuckolds.) 

Thomas thinks it’s entirely possible 
for youand your partner to enjoy lesbian 
cuckolding fantasies while keeping your 
relationship monogamous on both 
sides. Indeed, that’s what Thomas and 
his husband did for many years. “My 
husband and I started playing around 
with cuckold fantasies several years 
into our marriage andit remaineda 


hot role-play fantasy for along time,” 
Thomas says. “It was fun, it was sexy, and 
it improved our ability to communicate 
with each other about sex in general.” 
They kept their fantasy play simple 

at first — for example, his husband 
would talk about a guy he found hot 
while Thomas blew him or Thomas 
would tease his husband about a sexy 
new coworker of his that he knew his 
husband hadacrush on. They would use 
insertion toys and pretend they were 
other guys’ dicks and only gradually did 
theyintroduce some humiliating dirty 
talk into their cuckold role-play talk, 
and then only as Thomas’s husband 
became more comfortable with the 
idea of humiliating him. “Making use of 
cam sites is also a great way to explore 

if you're comfortable with that level of 
monogamish,” Thomas says. “If you're 
a cuck like me, watching your partner 
perform for someone else is incredibly 
erotic.” 

A more monogamous way to explore 
cuckolding without opening the 
relationship — not even acrack — is 
simply to ask your partner to tell you 
about her past sexual encounters. 
Listening to your partner talk about hot 
experiences she had with other women 
while you masturbate or while you two 
fuck is a great way to explore cuckolding 
without actually opening up your 
relationship. You'll be bringing people 
up, CUCKGIRL, not bringing them in. 

“But just as a gay cuckold couple’s 
fantasies aren't identical toa straight 
couple’s cuckold fantasies, alesbian 
couple’s fantasies aren't going to be the 
same either,’ Thomas says. “CUCKGIRL 
and her partner just have to findtheir 
own way. But the most important thing 
isto keep communicating. Always 
communicate! Ifa particular form of role- 
play isn’t working, tell your partner. And 
give each other veto powers and go easy on 
yourself. Cuckoldingisa fantasy that plays 
with your fears around monogamyand 
infidelity — it can be very hot butit canbe 
scary too. So takeit slow.” 

Likea lot of sex bloggers who were 
kicked off Tumblr, Thomas migrated over 
to Twitter, where he currently has more 
than 13,000 followers. His handle on 
Twitteris @gaycuckoldhubby. 


CHEATERS SOMETIMES PROSPER 


['mastraight ladyin my mid-30s, and 
Tjust found out my husband of six years 
and partner for ten has been cheating on 
me for the last five years. As faras Iknew, 
we hada perfect marriage — probably the 
best relationship, sexual or otherwise, I'd 
ever been in. If this wasa one-off affair, I 
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think I could work past this — counseling, 
open marriage, some sort of solution. But 
the fact that he’s lied to me for the five years 
and that the sex was unsafe (I sawvideo) 
disturbs me. My heart doesn’t want this 
toend— he’s been mybest friend, lover, 
and support system for ten years — but 
my brainis telling me that evenif we 
renegotiated the terms of our marriage, 
he'd deceive me again. I’m working with 
atherapist, but what’s your take? Oncea 
cheater, alwaysa cheater? [don't expect an 
all-knowing answer. Butalittle perspective 
wouldbe helpful. 

— Duped Wife 


For most of your marriage— formost 
of amarriage you describe as perfect — 
your husband was cheating on you. My 
perspective/two cents: Instead of regarding 
everything that worked about your 
marriage asa lie, instead of seeing every 
loving momentasjust some part of your 
husband’slong and very selfish con, you 
might want to see what was good about 
your marriage and what was bad about 
your husbandas two things that existed 
side-by-side. Soinstead of telling yourself, 
“This was alousy marriage, it was allalie, 
Tjust didn’tknowit,’ tell yourself, “Tt was 
a good marriage despite his cheating, it 
wasn tallalie, butit wasalotless perfect 
than I thought.” That's where you llneed 
to getif you want to stay in this marriage 
—andthat maybe the biggest “if” you'll 
ever confrontin your life. And while there 
areno studies that “onceacheater, alwaysa 
cheater,” studies have shown that someone 
who has cheatedis more likely to cheat 
again. Not certain to cheat again, but more 
likely to cheat than someone who's never 
cheated. I’m sosorry you re going through 
this, particularly now. 


PEG-ASSIST 


Toften masturbate thinking about 
the straight boy who wakes up in female 
underwear, tied up, gagged, and pegged by 
afemale. Is thereaname for this fantasy? 
—GoodAnd Simple Pervert 


Ican't give youaname—aname for this 
sequence of events and mélange of kinks 
—but I knowplenty of professional female 
dominants that wouldbe happy to give you 
an estimate. 


Dan Savage is a syndicated love 
and relationships columnist and 
host of The Savage Lovecast. Email 
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